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Policy on the education of children out of their chronological year group  

1. Introduction  

Applications to be educated out of year group applies to requests for delayed entry for children to start 

school a year early, or a year late, or being held back or accelerated at any point in the child’s education. 

Such applications are few, and the few that are received by the Trust usually relate to requests to delay 

entry into Reception.  

2. Reasons for request to educate out of chronological year group  

There can be any number of reasons why a parent may feel it is appropriate for their child to be educated 

out of their chronological year group. The following are some of the reasons most frequently cited when 

requests are made: 

▪ The child has advanced intellectual skills, is isolated as a learner in their present peer group, and 

may present difficulties for teachers in terms of providing appropriate curriculum extension;  

▪ The child has delayed intellectual skills and cannot productively engage in group learning tasks, 

presenting teachers with difficulties in curriculum differentiation;  

▪ The child is delayed emotionally, cannot make positive productive relationships with their peer 

group and is at risk of isolation and possibly bullying;  

▪ The child has missed a substantial part of a year through illness or other reasons;  

▪ the child’s physical or medical condition justifies a “less challenging” environment than that found 

in the same age group;  

▪ The child was born prematurely on or before 31 August and their expected date of delivery was 

after 31 August;   

▪ The child has recently arrived in the country and has limited English language competence and 

therefore could be isolated in their age-appropriate group.  

 

Some reasons may be particularly prevalent at a time of phase transfer (nursery to Reception, infant to 

junior, primary to secondary).   

3. Trust policy on education out of year group 

The Trust’s policy is that pupils should be educated in the year group appropriate to their chronological 

age for the following reasons:  

▪ The Trust is concerned with the development of the whole child.  This includes physical and 

emotional maturity, the development of social and interactional skills and the pupil’s ability to 

respond to a curriculum which is age-appropriate, as well as suited to his/her abilities.  

▪ Children are seldom uniformly delayed in their intellectual development. Areas of cognitive or 

physical ability are at risk of not receiving appropriate stimulation if a child is placed in a younger 

year group and a reduced set of general expectations applies 
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▪ The Trust promotes and provides inclusive teaching. Teachers are expected to match the pupils’ 

learning objectives and the learning activities planned to the abilities, aptitudes and individual 

needs of pupils.    

▪ The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum and the Programmes of Study in the National 

Curriculum incorporate flexibility within, and between, each key stage to support a diverse range 

of pupils’ needs.  Where a pupil’s abilities are significantly out of step with other pupils of his/her 

age, then individual provision should be planned. This could include addressing any special 

educational needs. In almost all cases, such individual provision will be made within the pupil’s own 

year group. Some summer born children may exhibit lower levels of achievement and maturity, 

however schools are experienced in addressing this with children within their chronological year 

group through normal differentiation of the curriculum.  

▪ The SEN Code of Practice outlines a ‘graduated response’ of special provision, assessments and 

review within schools which does not normally require pupils to be educated out of their correct 

year group.  

▪ Pupils have an entitlement to the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum and the Programmes of 

Study of the National Curriculum, designed for their age group.  The Trust and all schools within the 

Trust have a legal duty to make sure this is available.  Whether a summer born child attends a 

primary school or an early years setting during the academic year following their fourth birthday, 

they will receive the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum in which learning is delivered largely 

through play. 

▪ When a request is being considered, a long-term view should be taken of the pupil’s educational 

needs. The Trust would wish to avoid the adverse consequences which frequently arise if pupils are 

educated out of their year group, including the possibility of a difficult transition back into their 

correct year group at a later date, if this is deemed appropriate. Additionally, pupils taught in a 

younger year group may be of an age to leave school before they have had the opportunity to 

acquire external qualifications. They may, in this way, become educationally disadvantaged.  

At each transition (i.e. between Key Stages or schools) a new request for out of chronological year 

group admission must be made, and the decision whether to maintain a child’s placement in a 

younger year group must be made by the admission authority for the school, based on the 

circumstances of the case and what is in the best interests of the child at that time. As such there 

is no guarantee that a child will continue to be educated out of their chronological year group 

throughout their education. The consequences of attempting to “make up” a year could be very 

negative for the child. Furthermore, they are at risk of missing a statutory entitlement to a national 

curriculum year programme of study, or being denied the ability to enter public examinations.  

▪ Teaching an older pupil in a younger year group may well extend the time which he/she spends at 

school. This will have significant financial implications for the use of public and/or designated funds. 

The Trust has a public duty to resource education equitably and fairly, and the Funding Agreements 

in place for schools who are their own admission authority will have strict financial guidelines in 

place.  
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▪ Educational research has not demonstrated that accelerating more able pupils into older age-

groups is in their best interests.  Such acceleration inevitably brings emotional and social pressures 

which are not conducive to the well-being of the young person concerned.  The advantages of 

accelerating the normal academic milestones, from developments in early years through to public 

examinations, have not been shown to outweigh the personal and social costs which can be 

involved. 

  

4. Admission of summer born children to Reception classes 

The Trust’s policy on the admission of summer born children at the start of school follows the DfE’s 

guidance updated in May 2021 (Admission of summer born children: advice for local authorities and 

school admission authorities - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)). 

Children born from 1 April to 31 August - summer born children - do not need to start school until the 

September after their 5th birthday, a full year after they could first have started school.  Where a 

parent delays their child’s start, they may request that their child is admitted out of their normal age 

group to start in reception rather than in year 1.  Parents make the decision for their child not to start 

school until the September after their 5th birthday, but it is for the school to decide which year group 

that child should be admitted to.  The decision will be based on the circumstances of the case and the 

best interests of the child concerned as set out in this policy. 

Parents who are applying for their child to have a decelerated entry to school, should initially apply 

for a school place in accordance with the deadlines that apply for their child’s chronological age.  If it 

is agreed that the child can have decelerated entry to the school, a place cannot be deferred, instead 

parents will be invited to apply in the following year for the decelerated cohort.   

If it is not agreed that the child can have decelerated entry to the school, parents would need to make an 

in-year application for a year 1 place for their child that year.  A place would be offered, should one be 

available, in line with the in-year admissions arrangements.  

 

5. Process for decision 

When an out of year group request is received, we will give careful consideration to the age group in 

which the child’s needs can best be met.  

Where the request is for a child to have a decelerated entry and join Reception rather than year 1, 

this means that the Trust is taking account of the potential impact on the child of being admitted to 

year 1 without first having completed the reception year. 

The headteacher will take all reasonable steps to have discussions with the parent and any relevant 

professionals involved with the child. Whilst there is no expectation for a parent to obtain professional 

evidence they do not already have, submitting all available evidence and information will assist the 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summer-born-children-school-admission/admission-of-summer-born-children-advice-for-local-authorities-and-school-admission-authorities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summer-born-children-school-admission/admission-of-summer-born-children-advice-for-local-authorities-and-school-admission-authorities
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headteacher in determining whether it would be in the child’s best interests to be educated out of their 

chronological year group.  

For a child to be placed in a younger year group, the headteacher should consider the following to assess 

what is in the best interests of the child:  

▪ Where appropriate, the impact on a summer born child of being admitted to year 1 without first 

having completed Reception (should a parent exercise their right to delay their child’s entry to 

school until the September following their child’s fifth birthday).  

▪ Whether the child is currently being educated out of their chronological year group;  

▪ Whether the child shows a delay in intellectual development/educational skills, across all subject 

areas, to an extent that curriculum differentiation (with appropriate SEND resources) is not 

reasonable;  

▪ Whether the child’s physical maturity places them in a position of being developmentally different 

from their peer group;  

▪ Whether the child shows an equivalent delay in emotional development and social skills, 

appropriate for a younger peer group;  

▪ Whether the child was born prematurely on or before 31 August and the expected due date was 

after 31 August;  

▪ In the event that the headteacher is recommending education in a younger year group, whether 

there is parental support and agreement;  

▪ Where relevant, the child’s medical history and any views of a medical professional;  

▪ Whether the child has an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) and the most recent Annual 

Review endorses the decision to move the child out of their chronological year group. A child with 

an EHCP should not be moved unless an Annual Review has taken place and the recommendation 

has been upheld by Surrey. In all cases schools must liaise with the child’s SEND case officer before 

considering a request. 

 

The decision for a child to be educated out of year group is made by the school’s Local Governing 

Committee, a responsibility delegated to them by the Trust through their Scheme of Delegation.  

The Local Governing Committee will take into account the views of the headteacher and may 

consider it appropriate to consult widely to include:  

▪ An early years professional  

▪ A health care professional  

▪ An educational psychologist 

▪ A governor 

▪ An educational professional (in addition to the head teacher) 

▪ An admissions officer 

▪ A senior executive of the Trust 

The LGC would examine and discuss the evidence presented and reach an informed and balanced 

decision.  In some cases, they may also consult parents directly. 
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5. Other factors which must be taken into account  

Infant Class size legislation 

Even when an headteacher agrees it is in a child’s best interests to be educated out of their chronological 

year group, they may not be able to facilitate a request if it is for a Key Stage 1 class. Other than a few 

permitted exceptions, under Infant Class Size legislation a Key Stage 1 class (Reception, Year 1 and Year 

2 which contain 5, 6 and 7 year olds) must not contain more than 30 pupils with one teacher.  

Published admission number (PAN) 

In addition there is complexity regarding the legal requirement of a school’s Published Admission 

Number (PAN) which, in law, reflects the minimum number of children that should enter or transfer to a 

school within the relevant age range. The PAN is legally age related. If a Reception class has a PAN of 30 

and can only admit 29 children because a child is held down a year in Reception, this in effect takes away 

the legal right of another child to have a place in that year group as the maximum class size of 30 for Key 

Stage 1 prevents a class of 31 being created.  

Children recently arrived in the United Kingdom  

It is generally recognised within the English school system that children should be placed with their 

chronological peers. Children with English as an additional language should not, as a rule, be treated any 

differently. Placing them with their peer group affords them all the same advantages and benefits it 

offers other children. However, exceptions may apply if the circumstances of the case would indicate 

that it would be in the child’s best interests to be educated out of their chronological year group, such 

as when:  

▪ Prior educational experience has been limited or fragmented with the result that formal learning 

skills (in home language as well as in English) are significantly behind those of chronological peers. 

The Race Equality and Minority Achievement Service (REMA) can assist schools in investigating the 

extent of a child’s prior educational experience.  

▪ GCSE examinations are imminent and an additional year’s preparation would enable the student to 

perform well. Children who are emotionally distressed or traumatised should not, in general, be 

considered as suitable for placing out of age. This is unlikely to reduce significantly the overall impact 

of settling in the United Kingdom or overcoming the effect of past experiences. Any proposal to move 

a student out of year should be discussed with the REMA Service who will assess the student and 

provide advice based on that assessment.  

6. The outcome of the request  

The headteacher will respond to the parent regarding the outcome of the request and where relevant 

will also let Surrey’s Admissions Team, who administer the Trust’s admissions, know the outcome. Where 

the request is for a younger year group any preferences named for the child’s correct chronological year 

group will be withdrawn. The parent will be required to apply for admission at the appropriate time for 

the requested year group in order for the child’s application to be considered according to the admission 
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criteria for the school, alongside other applicants in that year. Parents must understand that there is no 

assurance that their child will be offered a place. 

7. Appeals and complaints  

Parents who are refused a place at a school for which they have applied have the right of appeal to an 

independent admission appeal panel. As the purpose of the appeals process is to consider whether a 

child should be admitted to a particular school, parents do not have a right of appeal if they have been  

offered a place and it is not in the year group they would like. However, a parent may make a complaint 

using the school’s complaints procedure. If a parent is unhappy with the way the Trust has handled their 

complaint and it has exhausted the school complaints procedure they may complain to the Education & 

Skills Funding Agency who will consider the complaint on behalf of the Secretary of State for Education.  

 

Date drafted:  November 2021 

Approved by the Trust: November 2021 

Date for review:  November 2024 

 

 

 


