
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes for Guidance 
Members, trustees, governors and staff should declare any financial or non-financial interests that 

may cause any conflict with the school’s or Trust’s interests.  

When considering whether there may be a conflict of interest you should apply the test “Would a 

reasonable member of the public knowing all the facts, think the individual might be influenced?” If 

the answer is yes, then the interest should be declared. If in doubt declare the interest. Assistance can 

be sought from Debbie Nixon (nixond@bourne.education) if any clarification is required. 

 

Interests will include pecuniary interests, for example, land ownership, and involvement in contractual 

or employment relationships. Interests will also include indirect pecuniary interests, where known, 

i.e. pecuniary interests of your close relatives. A pecuniary interest is one, which has the potential for 

making you, your school, the Trust or your relative or friend gain or lose financially. 

 

Non-pecuniary interests, where known, are just as important. Any potential for a good or a bad effect 

on the school, the Trust, members, trustees, governors, their family, close relatives, friends, club or 

societies etc. any of those are associated with, will count. 

1. A close relative is defined as a child, spouse/partner, parent/grandparent, brother/sister or 

aunt/uncle. A ‘close relationship’ is defined as any relationship that is likely to be perceived as 

advantageous. 

2. Involvement could be either paid or unpaid.  Involvement in companies includes, for example, 

directorships and holding the post of company secretary, or any other position where a person is 

actively involved in the running of a company’s affairs, where the company has, or may have, a 

contractual relationship with the Trust, one of its schools or any of the local authorities in which 

the Trust operates schools.  

3.   The holding of shares or other securities in a company or other body with whom the school or 

Trust contracts or is considering contracting, must be declared. The size and nature of the holding 

need not be declared, simply the name of the company. This requirement does not extend to 

banks and building societies. 

4. Membership of governing bodies or management committees of all education establishments and 

all schools. 

5. Beneficial interest in land or property excludes your own dwelling and only relates to land and 

property within the local authority boundaries in which the Trust operates schools (currently 

Surrey, Hampshire and the London Borough of Richmond upon Thames).  The intention to bid for 

the purchase of land or property owned by the above mentioned local authorities should be 

declared as soon as is practicable. Further declarations may be required. 

Please note – Interests which ceased within the last 12 months should also be declared, noting the 

date the interest ended. 
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